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Serving in Guinea-Bissau with

www.JasonAndEmilyAtkins.com8●8EmilyMarieAtkins@gmail.com

High880s8in8the8day,8
mid860s8at8night;8

6Winter68in8Guinea-
Bissau8is8great0

Last$month$we$told$you$why$we$are$raising$money$to$swap$our$6BB5$Explorer$for$a$
truckT$and$this$month$we$have$an$exciting$updateG$Several$generous$donors$have$
pledged$8FTFBB$as$matching$fundsG$So$donations$given$this$month$will$go$twice$as$
far4$ Once$ matchedT$ this$ 8)T)BB$ will$ go$ a$ long$ way$ toward$ the$ 8::TBBB$ cost$ of$
switching$our$vehicle$for$something$a$little$newer$and$a$lot$tougherG$If$you’d$like$to$
contribute$toward$this$needT$donations$can$be$made$at$ jasonandemilyatkinsGcom-
car$—$thank$you4

Cutting down a piece of plywood in the 

market. Extra cargo space would be a plus!

More8Truck8For8The8Buck

Making8It8Work by Jason

There’s$a$miracle$productT$ubiquitous$here$in$GuineaqBissauG$This$product$puts$duct$
tape$to$shame$as$a$hillbilly$repairman’s$friendT$and$you$can$find$it$in$just$about$every$
small$town“$A’$rubber$straps$for$sale$for$8BG6WG$They’re$actually$old$bicycle$and$car$tire$
inner$ tubesT$ cut$ into$ long$ strips$ when$ the$ inner$ tubes$ finally$ reach$ the$ end$ of$ their$
long$and$oftqpatched$lifeG$They’re$great$for$tying$loads$to$bicyclesT$wrapping$around$

leaky$plumbing$fittingsT$getting$a$good$grip$on$a$jar$
lidT$ and$ a$ thousand$ other$ things$ you$ wouldn’t$
imagine$until$you$have$a$few$of$them$handyG
$

For$ exampleT$ the$ rear$ hatch$ latch$ on$ our$ Explorer$
broke$three$years$agoG$When$I$found$some$time$to$
open$ it$upT$ I$ found$ that$although$ the$actuator$was$
still$workingT$the$steel$cable$that$pulls$to$release$the$
latch$was$brokenG$A$piece$of$the$plastic$sleeve$had$
broken$ offT$ so$ pulling$ on$ the$ cable$ didn’t$ pull$ on$
the$ latch$ anymoreG$ Whipping$ out$ some$ of$ my$
handy$ dandy$ rubber$ strappingT$ I$ wrapped$ several$
layers$ around$ itT$ tightened$ it$ with$ some$ twisted$
copper$wire$bwhich$won’t$rust$awayjT$and$put$it$back$
togetherG$ The$ fix$ worked$ greatT$ and$ I$ figured$ it$

would$get$us$by$for$a$while$until$someone$could$bring$a$replacement$cable$in$their$luggage$when$they$came$to$visit$from$
the$USAG
$

The$hatch$stopped$working$again$earlier$this$yearT$and$I$opened$it$up$expecting$to$find$that$my$little$“repair”$had$finally$let$
goG$ InsteadT$ the$ other$ end$ of$ the$ cable$ had$ now$ broken$ in$ a$ similar$ wayG$ I$ looked$ around$ online$ and$ apparently$ it’s$ a$
common$problem—plastic$where$there$should’ve$been$metalT$and$the$plastic$doesn’t$lastG$SoT$I$applied$my$little$repair$to$the$
other$end$of$the$cableT$and$it’s$now$working$fine$againG$If$anyone$from$Ford$would$like$to$license$this$brilliant$designT$just$let$
me$knowG
$

I’m$considering$starting$an$infomercial$empire$to$market$these$handy$rubber$strapsG$Three$for$two$easy$payments$of$8:UGUW4

December$6B:A
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TopGivepOnline; TopGivepBypCheck;
AtpJasonAndEmilyAtkins1com6givepyoup
canp makep ap one8timep donationp orp setp
upp anp automaticp monthlyp donationp byp
EFTporpcreditpcard1

Pleasepmakepchecksppayablepto;
WAVSp6pP1O1pBoxpf)())p6pSeattle9pWApz’"I)
withpFAtkinsFpinpthepmemo1

byWEmilyThank You!
WhenpwepsawpGodpworkingpinpallpofpthepcircumstancespthatpledpusptopjoinpstaffpwithpWAVS9pJasonp2thepoptimist5pwaspinspiredp
bypthepopportunitypandpIp2wellpIpwouldpsaypthep‘realist’9pbutpIpdoprealizepthatpotherspmightpsayp‘pessimist’5pwaspoverwhelmedpbyp
thepmanypadministrativepdetailspandpdifferencespofpthepchange1pAfterpmonthspofpprayer9pmountainspofpmeetings9pandplotspofp
work9pwepareponpthepotherpsidepofpit!pandpwhilepitphasn’tpbeenpthepseamlesspcakepwalkpthatpJasonpforesaw9pitphasn’tpbeenpthep
unmitigatedpdisasterpthatpIpfearedpeitherp;85phahab

Actually9p wep havep beenp blessedp againp andp againp byp thep supportp andp wellp wishesp ofp Youthp forp Christp andp thep helpp andp
enthusiasmp fromp WAVS1p Thep biggestp thingp we’rep stillp workingp onp isp thatp notp
everyonep whop wasp givingp monthlyp top ourp YFCp accountp hasp beenp ablep top switchp
overp top WAVSp yet1p However9p Godp promptedp severalp peoplep whop don’tp usuallyp

supportp usp top sendp inp
generousp giftsp thisp pastp
month9p andp sincep ourp
transitionptopWAVS9ptwopnewp
familiesp havep joinedp ourp
monthlyp supportp team1p Sop
evenp withp thep transitionp
fallingprightp inpthepmiddlepofp
ap busyp holidayp season9p wep
havep oncep againp beenp
blessedp byp Godp throughp
yourp handsbp Wep couldn’tp bep
here9p doingp whatp we’rep
doingp withoutp thep faithfulp
supportpofpsopmanypfamilies9p
andp top sayp thatp wep feelp
gratefulp top havep thisp
opportunityp isp certainlyp anp
understatementb

PeanutWshellingWpicnicWwithWJenna. HangingWoutWatWtheWchurchWChristmasWpartyW

teachingWtheWboardWgameWQuirkle.

KindergartenWwithWMomWatWtheWdeskWDadWbuilt.

Where'sWWaldo?WOurWkidsWhavingWaW

greatWtimeWatWaWfriend'sWbirthdayWparty.

Merry Christmas from 
our family to yours!


