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Mixin'!It!Up by Jason

The’drinking’water’filter’factory’has’made’steady’progress’forward’
in’ the’ last’ two’ years0’ but’ is’ still’ far’ from’ the’ intended’ full’
production’ rate’ needed’ to’ satisfy’ the’ anticipated’ demand’ once’
the’filters’are’available’for’sale’to’the’publicM’The’factory’workers’

have’ pressed’
forward’ despite’
some’difficult’circumstancesM

One’of’ the’ issues’ that’was’holding’back’ the’production’ rate’ is’a’mixing’
machine’ that’ wasn)t’ working’ properlyM’ We’ sent’ over’ a’ standard’
construction’mortar’mixer’on’the’advice’of’the’Canadian’potters’who’use’
a’similar’one’ in’ their’ labM’Though’ the’machine’ is’ running’ fine0’ it’doesn’t’
work’for’mixing’the’thick’clayjsawdustjwater’mixture’from’which’the’filters’
are’made0’so’the’mixing’for’the’last’two’years’has’been’done’by’gloved’
hands’in’a’bucket0’making’one’filter’s’worth’of’material’at’a’timeM’It’s’really’
hard’work’that0’ in’addition’to’being’slow0’ is’ tiring’the’workers’out’which’
further’slows’everything’else’downM

Because’this’was’the’mixer’that’the’potters’recommended0’we’spent’a’lot’
of’time’trying’to’figure’out’how’to’rework’the’transmission’or’gear’down’
the’paddles0’but’none’of’our’solutions’would’have’lasted’longM

Fortunately0’ after’ studying’ some’ video’ clips’ from’ other’ filter’ factories’’
mixers0’as’well’as’poring’over’photos’of’commercial’clay5mixing’solutions’
qcalled’pug’mills!0’we’began’to’suspect’ that’ the’problem’was’ in’ the’way’
the’mixer’was’moving’the’clay’around’inside’the’panM’I’set’out’to’change’
the’mixing’geometry’so’that’rather’than’trying’to’cut’through’the’mixture0’

the’paddles’would’roll’it’around0’like’a’ball’of’dough’in’a’bakery’mixerM

It’ required’ a’ lot’ of’ patient’ design’ and’ fabrication0’ but’ it’ worked/’ The’ modified’ mixer’ has’ now’ been’ in’ service’ for’ long’
enough’to’declare’it’a’complete’successM’Now0’rather’than’the’exhaustion’of’hand’mixing’the’material’for’only’one’filter’in’
2P’minutes0’the’machine’is’mixing’batches’of’three’filters’at’a’time’in’less’than’5’minutesM’Mixing’is’no’longer’a’production’
bottleneck0’and’it’s’not’wearing’out’the’workers/

In’the’end0’the’actual’physical’changes’to’the’mixer’were’relatively’small’qsame’drum0’same’motor0’same’gears!0’however’
the’effect’on’the’project’will’be’hugeM’Projects’like’this0’in’places’like’this0’have’been’abandoned’over’lessM’Thank’you’for’the’
support’that’allows’us’to’be’here0’walking’alongside’projects’like’the’drinking’water’filter’factory’day’in’and’day’out0’ready’
to’help’when’necessary’to’keep’things’running’smoothly/

The corrected mixer in action as the crew forms filters.

Above: The original mixer.

Below: Our new filter material mixing specialist!
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TopGivepOnline— TopGivepBypCheck—
AtpJasonAndEmilyAtkins1com6givepyoup
canp makep ap one8timep donationp orp setp
upp anp automaticp monthlyp donationp byp
EFTporpcreditpcard1

Pleasepmakepchecksppayablepto—
WAVSp6pP1O1pBoxpfq’qqp6pSeattle9pWApj;"Mq
withpFAtkinsFpinpthepmemo1

by,EmilyGod'sFPresenceFInFHeartache
Beingp presentp withp someonep whop isp sufferingp isp thep onep ofp thep hardestp
thingspforpmeppersonally9pandptheseppastpfewpmonthspGodphaspinvitedpmepintopthatpterriblypuncomfortablepspacepagainpandpagain1p
I’vephadpseveralpdeeppconversationspwithpapmanpwhoprecentlypgotpsaved9pwaspsubsequentlypkickedpoutpofphisphome9pandpispnowp
estrangedpfromphispentirepfamilypincludingphispwifepandpinfant1pI’vepspentphourspbypthepbedsidepofpapdyingpMuslimpneighbor1pLastp
month9pourpneighborhoodpwaspfloodedpwithprefugeespfrompthepGambiapasptheppoliticalpsituationptherep
deterioratedpandppeoplepfearedpcivilpwar1pAnd9pinpapmillionpotherplargepandpsmallpways9pI’vepbeenpdailyp
confrontedpwithptheppainpofppeopleparoundpme1
p

Watchingpsuffering9pmypAmericanpmindpsearchespforpsolutionsHpandpmypAmericanphandsplongptopjumpp
inp top fix9p topcomfortpandpcalm9p topdopanythingpbesidespsitpandp feelphelpless1pWepAmericansparepnotp
greatpatpbeingppresentpwithoutpdoingpanything1pMostpofptheptimepIpfindpmyselfpjustpsittingpinpsolidarity9p
listeningptopstories9pholdingphandspandpcrying9p lookingpintopsomeone’speyespasptheyptalkpaboutptheirp
pain9pandpshowingpthempbypmyppresencepandpcompassionpthatpGodpisppresentpandpcompassionateptop
uspall1
p

Iphavepbeenpableptopdopsomepthings—makingpextrapfoodpandpsharingpit9p lendingpmoneyptophelppwithp
medicalpbills9pspeakingpencouragingpwords—butpmostlypI’vepjustpbeenppresent1pForpmepthat’spharder1p
Walkingpoverptopmypneighbor’sphousepknowingpI’mpgoingptopseepherpinppain9pI’mpgoingptophugpherpfourp
childrenp andp encouragep herp mother9p andp thenp I’mp goingp top leave—withoutp fixingp anything—isp hard1p
ButpGodpoftenpshowspHimselfpfaithfulpthroughpthepfaithfulnesspofpHisppeopleHpsopI’vepbeenplookingptop
HimptopgivepmepthepcourageptopcontinueptopdemonstratepHispfaithfulnesspinptheplivespofptheppeoplephep
putspinpmyppath1
p

Throughpitpall9p Ipampgrowing1p IphavepbeenpdiscoveringpyetpagainpthatpwhenpIpputpmyselfp inpsituationsp
thatpIpcan’tpfix9pmypeyesparepmorepopenptopGod’spsolutions1pWhenpIpdon’tphavepnicepclichésptopfallpbackp
on9p Ip prayp continuallyp thatp Godp willp givep mep thep wordsp Ip need1p Whenp myp heartp achesp andp myp
compassionpisptired9pIprelyponpGodpandpHispwonderfulppeopleptopencouragepandpstrengthenpme1

by,EmilyOurFFirstFFamilyFVisit
Thisp yearp startedp offp withp ap realp treat—Jason’sp
parents9p Paulp andp Marilee9p camep outp top Guinea8
Bissau1p Thisp wasp thep firstp timep anyonep fromp ourp
familyphaspbeenpableptopvisit1pTheyparrivedpverypearlyp
inpthepmorningponpapSunday9pandpafterpapfewphour’sp
rest9p theyp wentp top churchp withp us1p Asp wep tookp ourp
seatsp andp joinedp inp thep singingp Ip realizedp howp
amazingpitpwaspthatptherepwerepthreepgenerationspofp
Atkinsp worshipingp Godp togetherp inp ap littlep villagep
churchp inp Guinea8Bissaubp Theyp spentp

"wp daysp withp us9p beingp partp ofp ourp
dailyp lifep herep inp Canchungo9p
checkingpoutpthepwaterpfilterpfactoryp
andpthepYouthpCenterpinpthepcapitalp
wherep wep livedp forp ;p years9p andp
spendingpanpadventurouspweekendp
outp onp thep islands1p Theyp enjoyedp
seeingpourplifepandpwork9pbutpIpthinkp
thephighlightpforpthempwaspallpofpthep
funp theyp hadp withp theirp sillyp
grandkids1

Home,schol,with,Nana.

Buying,a,few,veggies,at,a,market,table,on,the,islands.

The, Gambia, is, an, English-

speaking,country,,so,our,kids,

loved, playing, with, all, of, the,

Gambian, kids, who, came, to,

stay, with, their, Guinean,

relatives, in,our,neighborhood,

during, Gambia’s, political,

crisis,earlier,this,year.


